To: Bohan, Suzanne[bohan.suzanne@epa.gov}
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Subject: Morning Consult Energy: Tillerson Faces Tough Questions on Russia, Climate

By Jack FEitzpatrick
Washington Brief

« Secretary of State nominee Rex Tillerson faced questions about his ties to
ExxonMobil Corp., his stance on sanctions against Russia, and his stance
on climate change, among other things, during his confirmation hearing.
(CBS News)

« The Obama administration called for changes to its coal-leasing program,
including raising royalty rates. (The Washington Post)

= The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee is set to hold its
confirmation hearing for Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
nominee Scott Pruitt on Jan. 18, and the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee is set to hold its hearing for Interior Secretary
nominee Ryan Zinke on Jan. 17. (Washington Examiner)

Business Brief

« Six high-level Volkswagen employees were indicted over the company's
emissions-cheating scandal, while the company itself reached a plea
bargain. (The Associated Press)

« Enbridge Inc. faces a legal battle over a major crude oil pipeline in
Wisconsin after a Native American tribe opposed renewing land use
agreements. (Reuters)

= A Wyoming bill would impose a penalty on utilities that generated
electricity using wind or solar power. (Casper Star-Tribune)
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Chart Review

Oiland Gas Industry Contributions to the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee
Vice News

Events Calendar (All Times Local)

Thursday

Moniz discusses nuclear securit 10 a.m.
Environmental Legal Institute discussion on Trump energy polic 11:30 a.m.
Pew Charitable Trusts discussion on energy, national securit 3:30 p.m.
Friday

No events scheduled
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General

FRex Tillerson arilled on BExxonMobil conflicts, Russia sanctions, climate
change at confirmation
Rebecca Shabad, CBS News

Rex Tillerson faced an aggressive line of questioning Wednesday from
senators about his possible conflicts involving ExxonMobil, his position
regarding U.S. sanctions against Russia and his views on climate change. In
testimony at his confirmation hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Tillerson stressed that the Trump administration is focused on
reasserting and renewing U.S. leadership around the world as a superpower,
which is an approach that he said the Obama administration has withdrawn
from.

YW pleads guilty in emissions scandal: 8 emplovees indicted
Michael Biesecker et al., The Associated Press

Six high-level Volkswagen employees from Germany were indicted in the U.S.
on Wednesday in the VW emissions-cheating scandal, while the company itself
agreed to plead guilty to criminal charges and pay $4.3 billion - by far the
biggest fine ever levied by the government against an automaker. In
announcing the charges and the plea bargain, Justice Department prosecutors
detailed a large and elaborate scheme inside the German automaker to commit
fraud and then cover it up, with at least 40 employees allegedly involved in
destroying evidence.

Rubio: No decision vet on Tillerson
Timothy Cama, The Hill
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Climate
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Research Reports

Overlooked possibility of a col fic Meridiona!l Overturning
Circulation in warming climate
Wei Liu et al., Science Advance

Changes in the Atlantic Meridion Circulation (AMOC) are
moderate in most climate model der increasing greenhouse gas
forcing. This intermodel consens artifact of common model biases
that favor a stable AMOC.
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